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trade between Rangoon and Bhamo until the country around the
latter town was once more in a settled state. Between Mandalay
and the frontier the country was overrun with minierons and power-
ful bands of dacoits. No troops could be sent against them as all
the rabble soldiery was required for the operations towards Bhamo.
The Governor of Magwe was murdered by one gang, while the
Governor of Salemyo was attacked in open court by another, and
narrowly escaped with his life. To avoid attacks and international
questions the commanders of the British mail steamers were desired
by rural Governors to anchor their vessels in the river under steam
at night, instead of following the usual course of mooring alongside
the bank.

Of all these various matters the Government of India had full
cognizance. They were also aware of the sensible alteration which
the conclusion of the Franco-Burmese Treaty of 15th January
1885 made in the political situation,, and they could not but be
apprehensive that the presence of M. Haas as Consul of France at
Mandalay was likely to increase their difficulties in dealing with the
Court of Ava. Hence they were of opinion that something should
be done to restore British influence at Mandalay.

The situation was ^surrounded with difficulties, the satisfactory
solution of whicli was far from easy. It was not considered desir-
able to insist upon the reception of a British Agent at Mandalay.
After the withdrawal of the Resident in 1879, the Burmese Govern-
ment had been informed that any overtures for revision of existing
relations, or for the return of a political officer, must proceed from
them. If, despite the altered circumstances, negotiations with either
or both of these objects had been opened by the Government of
India, this would have amounted to a cancellation of their intima-
tion of 1879, and might easily have been construed in Mandalay
as a sign of timidity, or even of actual weakness, on the part of
the British. It could hardly be anticipated that a British Agent
would be suitably received and properly treated, save under pressure
of an authoritative demand supported by a display of armed force;
and for action of this nature the season was inopportune. Again, if
any secret political alliance involving ulterior designs inconsistent
with British interests, had been concluded between France and Ava,
the reception and courteous treatment of a British Agent, while not